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ANNCR: 

A RECENT STUDY OF SOVIET MILITARY EXPENDITURES CLAIMS 
THAT THE SOVIET UNION BEGAN EXCEEDING AMERICAN DEFENSE 
SPENDING IN THE EARLY NINETEEN SEVENTIES AND THAT THE MARGIN 
HAS BEEN INCREASING EVER SINCE. WITH DETAILS, HERE IS VOA'S 
JULTAN GORSKI, 

VOICE: 

THE STUDY OF AMERICAN AND SOVIET MILITARY SPENDING WAS 
COMPILED 8Y THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY AND MADE PUBLIC 
BY THE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. IT NOTES THAT DURENG THE PAST DECADE THE SOVIET 
UNTON SPENT ABOUT 20 PERCENT MORE IN DOLLAR TERMS THAN THE 
UNITED STATES ON ITS MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. THE STUDY GOES ON 
TO SAY THAT SOVIET DEFENSE EXPENDITURES CONTINUE TO CLIMB BY ABOUT 
THREE PERCENT PER YEAR. IN CONTRAST, IT NOTES, UNITED STATES 
MILITARY EXPENOITURES DECLINED SHARPLY FOLLOWING THE END OF 
THE VIETNAM WAR, BEFORE RISING SLIGHTLY LAST YEAR. EVEN SO, 
THE REPORT SAYS, THE SOVIET UNION SPENT ABOUT 40 PERCENT MORE 
LAST YEAR THAN THE UNITED STATES. 

MILITARY ANALYSTS -- NOT CONNECTED WITH THE CIA -- CITE 
HEAVY SOVIET SPENDING ON WEAPONS RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT. 
THIS, THEY SAY, GIVES THE SOVIET UNION A GREATER ADVANTAGE 
THAN AGGREGATE FIGURES INDICATE. AT THE SAME TIME, MOSCOW 
HAS CHANNELED HUGE AMOUNTS OF MONEY INTO STRATEGIC ARMS 
SYSTEMS ~- INTERCONTINENTAL BALLISTIC MISSILES AND BOMBERS, 
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OF NUCLEAR POWER. IT'S ESTIMATE THAT SOVIET SPENDING IN THIS 
AREA EXCEDED EXPENDITURES BY THE UNITED STATES BY ALMOST TWO 
AND A HALF TIMES FOR MOST OF THE 1967-1977 PERIOD. THE 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ESTIMATES THAT 60 PERCENT OF THE 
DOLLAR COSTS OF SOVIFT MILITARY INVESTMENT WENT TO BUILDING 
UP THE INTERCONTINENTAL BALLISTIC MESSILE FORCE. THIS 
COMPARES WITH TWENTY PERCENT INVESTED IN ICBM'S BY THE UNITED 
STATES. 

OTHER POINTS BROUGHT OUT IN THE CIA STUDY SHOW THAT THE 
TWO COUNTRIES SPENT ABOUT THE SAME AMOUNT OF MONEY ON NAVAL. 
FORCES IF U.S. SPENDING ON COSTLY AIRCRAFT CARRIERS IS NOT 
INCLUDED. THE ONLY CATEGORY IN WHICH THE UNITED STATES 
OUTSPENT THE SOVIETS OVER THE PAST 10 YEARS WAS TACTICAL 
AIR FORCES. HOWEVER, THE STUNY NOTES, EVEN HERE, THE RATIO 
HAS BEEN DECLINING STEADILY IN THE FAVOR OF THE SOVIET UNION. 

THE CIA REPORT CAUTIONS AGAINST USING MILITARY BUDGETS 
AS THE ONLY STANDARD OF MEASUREMENT OF RELATIVE U.S. AND 
SOVIET MILITARY MIGHT. OTHER FACTORS ARE IMPORTANT, IT SAYS, 
INCLUDING THE SIZE AND TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 
RESPECTIVE FORCES, THE GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATIONS OF THE TWO 
COUNTRIES, AS WELL AS THE RESPECTIVE STRATEGIC DOCTRINES 
AND TACTICAL CONCEPTS WHICH THEY FOLLOW. 
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